SOCIALIZATION

Elaborated Class Notes for B.A. Education Students

1. Meaning and Definition of Socialization

Human beings do not automatically know how to behave in a family, classroom or society. They learn
language, manners, values, customs, rules and ways of interacting through contact with other people.
This learning process is known as socialization.

Socialization is the lifelong process through which an individual learns the culture of a society and
develops the knowledge, attitudes, values, behaviour and social skills needed to participate in social life.

In simple words: Socialization means learning how to live with other people and how to behave as a
member of society.

Socialization starts from early childhood, when a baby responds to caregivers and gradually learns
sounds, words, gestures and routines. It continues in school, among friends, in the community and later in
higher education and the workplace. Adults also undergo socialization when they enter a new job,
become parents or adjust to a new community.
Examples

« A child learns to greet others, say “please” and “thank you,” and share toys.

« A student learns to follow classroom rules, cooperate in group work and respect different opinions.

» A young adult learns professional behaviour, workplace responsibilities and ways of communicating with
colleagues.

2. Main Features or Characteristics of Socialization

1. Itis alifelong process

Socialization begins in infancy and continues throughout life. People learn new roles and expectations at
different stages. For example, a person may learn new responsibilities when becoming a student,
employee, parent or community leader.

2. It is a continuous process

Socialization does not happen only once. Individuals keep learning and adapting through everyday
experiences, relationships and changing social situations.

3. It is alearning process

People learn by observing others, listening, practising, receiving guidance and experiencing the results of
their actions. Children often imitate the behaviour of parents, teachers and friends.

4. Itis asocial process

Socialization takes place through interaction with other people. Communication, cooperation, shared
activities and relationships help individuals understand how to behave in different situations.

5. It transmits culture

Every society has its own language, customs, traditions, beliefs and values. Socialization helps pass
these cultural patterns from one generation to the next. For example, children may learn local languages,
traditional stories and community festivals from family and society.
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6. It develops personality and identity

Social experiences influence a person’s attitudes, confidence, interests, habits and sense of identity.
Encouragement and supportive relationships can help a child develop confidence, while repeated
negative experiences may affect self-esteem.

7. It teaches norms, values and social roles

Individuals learn what a society considers acceptable or unacceptable and what is expected in different
roles. For example, a student is expected to attend classes, participate honestly and respect others.

8. It may be formal or informal

Formal socialization occurs through planned settings and rules, such as school lessons, orientation
programmes and workplace training. Informal socialization occurs naturally through family conversations,
friendships, play and daily experiences.

9. It varies across cultures and societies

The specific behaviours taught through socialization differ according to culture, community, historical
period and family practices. A behaviour considered polite in one setting may be understood differently in
another.

10. It promotes social adjustment

Socialization helps people understand others, follow shared rules, solve disagreements and participate in
group life. It supports cooperation and helps individuals adjust to different social environments.

11.1tis atwo-way process

Individuals are influenced by society, but they also influence the people around them. Children can
influence family routines, students can shape classroom culture, and citizens can contribute to social
change.

3. Meaning of Agencies of Socialization

Agencies of socialization are the people, groups, institutions and social environments through which
individuals learn the culture, values, norms, roles and expected behaviour of society. Different agencies
may reinforce similar values, but they may also communicate different expectations.

The main agencies discussed in these notes are family, school, peer group and society/community. Other
important agencies include mass media, religious institutions and the workplace.

4. Family as an Agency of Socialization

The family is generally the first and one of the most influential agencies of socialization. A child’s earliest
relationships usually develop with parents, grandparents, siblings or other caregivers. Through daily
interaction, children begin learning language, habits, emotional expression, manners and ideas about
right and wrong.

Major functions of the family

» Language development: Children learn their first words, ways of speaking and often their mother
tongue or home language through family interaction.

e Learning values and norms: Families teach honesty, respect, kindness, responsibility, sharing and
other values through instructions and personal example.

* Emotional development: Care, affection and security help children develop trust, confidence and a
sense of belonging.
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* Discipline and habits: Children learn routines related to time, cleanliness, study, food, sleep and
household responsibilities.

* Cultural transmission: Families pass on customs, stories, celebrations, food practices, traditions and
knowledge of community life.

» Gender and social expectations: Children may learn ideas about gender roles and responsibilities by
observing family members. Families can also promote fairness by sharing responsibilities and
challenging stereotypes.

« Social behaviour: Children learn how to greet people, help others, manage disagreement and behave
with relatives and visitors.
Example
When family members encourage a child to share belongings, speak politely and help an elderly relative,
the child learns cooperation, respect and care through both instruction and observation.
Educational significance

A supportive home environment can encourage curiosity, regular study, positive attitudes towards school
and communication with teachers. Cooperation between families and schools can help identify learners’
needs and support their overall development.

Limitations or challenges

Family environments differ. Stress, conflict, lack of time or harmful behaviour can affect a child’'s learning
and emotional well-being. Socialization is not determined by family alone; school, peers and wider society
can provide additional support and positive role models.

5. School as an Agency of Socialization

School is a formal agency of socialization because it provides planned learning in an organized
environment. It introduces children to people outside their family and gives them opportunities to
participate in a wider community. Socialization takes place through the curriculum as well as through
classroom routines, relationships, activities and the general school environment.

Major functions of the school

» Academic and communication skills: School develops reading, writing, speaking, reasoning and
subject knowledge, enabling learners to participate more fully in society.

* Discipline and responsibility: Timetables, attendance, assignments and classroom rules help students
practise punctuality, responsibility and self-management.

» Cooperation and teamwork: Group projects, sports, discussions and cultural programmes teach
students to work with others and respect shared goals.

« Citizenship and democratic values: Classroom discussion, student representation and collective
decision-making can encourage participation, fairness, rights and responsibilities.

* Respect for diversity: Learners meet classmates from different backgrounds and can learn inclusion,
empathy and respect for different viewpoints.

» Leadership and initiative: Class representatives, clubs, student activities and event planning provide
opportunities to practise leadership and decision-making.

* Rules and social expectations: School teaches students to understand common rules, appropriate
conduct and the consequences of their actions.
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The hidden curriculum

The hidden curriculum refers to values and habits that students learn indirectly through school routines
and relationships rather than from the formal syllabus. For example, students may learn punctuality from
the timetable, teamwork through group tasks, and fairness through the way teachers handle classroom
participation.

Example

During a group assignment, students divide tasks, listen to different opinions, resolve disagreements and
submit work on time. In this way, they learn cooperation, communication and responsibility along with
academic content.

Educational significance

A school becomes an effective agency of socialization when it provides a safe, inclusive and respectful
environment. Teachers act as role models, and fair classroom practices can help students develop
confidence, empathy and responsible citizenship.

6. Peer Group as an Agency of Socialization

A peer group is a group of people who are similar in age, social position, interests or experiences.
Classmates, friends, playmates and members of a student club may form peer groups. Peer influence
often becomes especially important during adolescence, when young people develop greater
independence from their families.

Major functions of the peer group

* Friendship and belonging: Peers provide companionship and help individuals feel accepted and
understood.

« Communication skills: Conversations and shared activities help young people express opinions, listen,
negotiate and understand others.

 Independence: Peer interaction gives individuals opportunities to make choices and develop their own
interests and identity.

» Cooperation and conflict resolution: Games and group activities teach turn-taking, compromise, fair
play and ways to settle disagreements.

« Influence on interests and behaviour: Friends may influence music, clothing, language, hobbies,
study habits and attitudes.

« Emotional support: Peers may provide encouragement during academic pressure, social difficulties
and personal challenges.

Positive and negative peer influence

Positive influence: Friends may motivate each other to attend class, prepare for examinations,
participate in sports, read or volunteer in community activities.

Negative influence: Peer pressure may encourage copying in examinations, bullying, breaking rules or
taking unhealthy risks. The effect of a peer group depends on its norms, relationships and the choices of
its members.

Example

A student who joins a study group may improve learning through discussion and shared revision.
However, if a group regularly skips class, members may feel pressure to do the same.
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Role of teachers and parents

Adults can help young people build healthy friendships by encouraging open communication,
self-confidence, empathy and the ability to say no to harmful pressure. Peer groups should not be viewed
as entirely positive or negative; their influence depends on the group and context.

7. Society and Community as Agencies of Socialization

Society is the wider network of relationships, institutions, cultural practices, laws, norms and shared
expectations within which people live. A community is a group of people connected by place, identity,
interests or common activities. Individuals are socialized through neighbourhood life, public institutions,
local traditions, community events and everyday interaction with others.

Major functions of society and community

e Transmission of culture: Society preserves and passes on language, traditions, art, stories, customs
and shared historical experiences.

» Learning social norms: People learn expectations about politeness, cooperation, public behaviour and
responsibility through everyday interactions.

« Citizenship and law: Laws and public institutions help individuals understand rights, duties, fairness
and the consequences of certain actions.

« Community participation: Festivals, public meetings, voluntary work and local events give people
opportunities to cooperate and contribute to shared goals.

« Social identity: Language, regional traditions, community history and shared experiences can develop
a sense of belonging, while respectful interaction helps people appreciate other groups.

« Social control: Social approval, criticism and formal rules influence behaviour. These forms of control
can encourage cooperation, but they should also be examined critically when they reinforce unfair
practices.

 Social change: Society is not fixed. Individuals and groups can question harmful traditions, promote
equality and introduce new ideas that influence future generations.

Example

By patrticipating in a local cultural festival, students may learn traditional songs, community history,
cooperation and respect for cultural heritage. Community service may also help them develop civic
responsibility.

Educational significance

Schools can connect classroom learning with the local community through field visits, interviews with
community members, documentation of local knowledge, environmental activities and service-learning
projects. Such activities make learning meaningful and strengthen students’ understanding of society.

8. Other Agencies of Socialization

Mass media and digital media

Television, newspapers, films, websites, online videos and social media provide information and
examples of behaviour. They can broaden knowledge and connect people with different cultures, but they
may also spread stereotypes, misinformation or unrealistic expectations. Media literacy helps learners
evaluate sources and think critically.
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Religious and cultural institutions

For people who participate in them, religious and cultural institutions may teach moral ideas, rituals,
traditions, community service and a sense of belonging. Their influence varies across individuals and
communities.

Workplace

In adulthood, the workplace socializes people into professional roles. Employees learn punctuality,
teamwork, communication, organizational expectations, professional ethics and responsibility.
Government and public institutions

Public institutions, laws and civic programmes help people learn about citizenship, public services, rights,
duties and participation in collective life.

9. Importance of Socialization
» Personality development: Social experiences influence habits, attitudes, confidence and identity.
 Learning culture: It enables cultural knowledge and traditions to be transmitted between generations.

* Communication: It helps individuals learn language, listening and appropriate ways of expressing
ideas.

» Social adjustment: It prepares individuals to interact with people in different settings.
* Responsible citizenship: It teaches respect for rules, rights, duties and community participation.
» Cooperation and peaceful living: It supports teamwork, empathy, compromise and conflict resolution.

* Preparation for social roles: It helps people understand expectations associated with being a student,
friend, family member, worker or citizen.

» Adaptation and change: It helps people adjust to new situations while also giving them the ability to
guestion unfair norms and contribute to social progress.

10. Relationship among the Main Agencies

The agencies of socialization work together, but their influence may sometimes differ. Family may teach
one set of habits, school may reinforce them through rules, peers may influence everyday choices, and
society may shape expectations through culture and laws. For example, a family may teach respect, a
teacher may encourage respectful discussion, and friends may practise cooperation during group
activities.

Effective socialization is more likely when these agencies provide consistent messages about safety,
respect, responsibility and inclusion. When messages conflict, individuals learn to compare expectations,
think critically and make considered choices.

11. Summary for Revision
« Socialization: The lifelong process of learning a society’s culture, values, norms, roles and behaviour.

e Characteristics: Lifelong, continuous, learned, social, culture-related, personality-shaping,
role-oriented, formal and informal, and supportive of social adjustment.

» Family: First social experiences, language, care, values, habits and cultural learning.
» School: Formal learning, discipline, teamwork, citizenship, inclusion and leadership.

« Peer group: Friendship, belonging, independence, shared interests and peer influence.
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» Society/community: Culture, norms, laws, civic responsibility, community participation and social
identity.

12. Questions for Classroom Discussion and Examination
* Define socialization and explain its meaning with suitable examples.
« Discuss the major characteristics of socialization.
» What are agencies of socialization? Explain the role of family.
» Explain how school acts as an agency of socialization.
« Discuss the positive and negative influence of peer groups.
« Explain the role of society and community in transmitting culture.
« Differentiate between formal and informal socialization with examples.
» What is the hidden curriculum? Explain its role in socialization.

» How do the family, school, peer group and society work together in socialization?
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