CHAPTER 11
A BRIEF HISTORY OF
SANSKRIT GRAMMAR

Grammer can be compiled for a language in two
ways: one way is to observe closely the inflections and
interrelationships of the basic units of the language at a
particular period and arrive at certain conclusions regading

—
-

the same. This has as its base Aabhyitha (inference) and s

called the Abhyiihika (inferential) way.' The other wav is

to trace the history of the language from its orgin, find out
the changes it underwent at the various stages of it

development and formulate rules to suit them. This being

dependent on Agama (history) 1s called the Agamika
(historical) way. The former 1s easierto compile, but the
latter 1s more useful. If grammar is to be treated as
science, 1t should be historical . The real fuftion of
grammar 1s to instruct how a form should be used.
The Sansksit language in its earliest phase was the
medium of communication inside the husehold and within
the society of the ancient Indians. Very naturally, it soon
became the medium of their literary composition also. The
elasticity of expressions was later required to be regulated in

order to put astop to the growth of variationsthat usually

26



develop during the course of time and even during the
same period, over a larger area of their usage. Thixs
standardization was done in the monumental grammar of
Panini, the Astadhyayi.

The history of Sanskrit grammar can be divided into
three periods namely- pre-Paninian, Paninian, and  non-
Paninian.

1. Pre-Paninian Period
The earliest speculations of a grammatical nature are
to be seen in the Vedic literature which 1s very vast. In the

Rgveda itself references to this effect are there. Patanjuli's

explanation of =R YT as "AFTETAGEIITAT or his
explanation of |W To=var as ge faw=ra; may be too subtle
for the Vedic bards? All the vedic passages can b
interpreted to have a grammatical significance. According
to many scholars of Indian literature, colloquial languages
devloped fromthe Vedas? Thereare many words in the
Vedas which stand for different meanigns. This is because
of their nearness and proximity to many other words uscd
in different meanings in the Vedic language as well as other
languages which were existing in those days. In the formation
of a word in a particular sense, many factors exert influencec.
The most important factor 1s how the word is used in the
soclety, in what sense it has been appropriately used ? Although

in the Vedas all nouns and verbs are not available, it can
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be said that some nouns and verbs are not basically formed
for the use of all.

The Vedic rituals called for the recitation of words in the
original Vedic. Therefore, as language changed, the original
form, the samhitapatha or continuous recitation, was divided
into the padapatha, the word for word recitation , producing
full analysis of the phonemic level of a fixed body of text.
Later, linguistic efforts expanded the rules to form the
Pratisakhyas. In due course, linguistic analyses developed trom
Vedic utterances (Chandas) towards the spoken languave
(Bhasa). In this way there originated a wide range of
Sanskrit literature for dealing with linguistic particulars for
common use. The Sanskrit grammar developed during the
period of the Vedas is enshrined in the Pratisakhyas. 1he
Pratisakhyas are considered to be the earliest formulations of
Sanskrit grammar.

Along with the Pratisakhyas, the Brahmanas , the Upanis:ds
and Nirukta also were being composed. Through all these
writings, the Sanskrit language was developing along with its
grammar. When Sanskrit became a standard language. its
grammar also became a regular branch of Sanskrit knowlcdge.
For the same reason, Sanskrit grammar was never an artificial
construct, but a naturally developed one. Another salient fcature
of Sanskrit grammar is its philosophical thrust. No lancuaue

other than Sanskrit has a developed grammatical philosophy.
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Brahmanas
The main interest of the Brahmanas, however, was

sacerdotal. They are busy themselves with the details of
the ritual and try to discover a rationale, that is to
say, a mythological justification for every act of the
priest and every element of the sacrifice. If they discuss
questions of grammar or phonetics at all. they do so
mainly by way of illustration and also when no other

equally cogent explanation of the samhitz passage in
question is at hand. *

Brahman

Brahman 1s said to be the first elucidator of all
learnings, because of'this, he 1s considered to be the founder
of the Sanskrit grammar also. So according to the traditional
belief Brahman is the elucidator of Sanskrit grammar.

Following are the subjects believed to have becn
uttered by Brahman:
1 Knowledge of the Vedas
Knowledge of Brahman
Yogavidya

Medical science

Rasatantra

2

3

4

5 Hastyayurveda
6

7 Archery

8

Physics



9 Ethics

10 Economics

11 Sexual science

12 Grammar

13 Alphabatical knowledge
14 Astronomy

15 Mathematics

16 Science of building house
17 Architecture

18 Hippology

19 Dramatic science

20 History (Purana)

21 Mimamsa Philosophy
22 Sivastava®

Brhaspati
Brhaspati 1s the next elucidator of the Sanskrit

grammar . Brhaspati is the son of Angiras, because hc s
addressed  as Angirasa. According to Patafijali's
Mahabhasya, the respected Brhaspati taught the grammar
(Sabdaparayana) to Indra.
Siva or Mahe$vara

.Siva is considered to be a pioneer grammarian as well
as physician. It is believed that Panini conceived fourteen very
distinct sounds from the sound of God Siva's damaru (small

hand-drum) which he holds in his hand and created the entirc
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Sanskrit grammar based on them.* The fourteen aphorisms
of Mahesvara or MaheSvarasttras are the base of Panini's
garammar.

Bharadvaja

Bharadvaja was also an elucidator of the Sanskrit
grammar. He is the son of the revered Brhaspati. Bharad\ dja
taught grammar to many sages. Bharadvaja was also wcll
versed in Siksa and medical science. He wrote Bharadh ij:
51'1{;55 .

Indra

Indra was one of the greatest grammarians. Ilis
father was Kasyapa Prajapati and Aditt was his mother.
There were at least five teachers to teach Indra. They are
Prajapati, Brhaspati, Aévinikumara, Yama and Kausika
Visvamitra. Indra studied metaphysics and philosophy from
Prajapati. He learned grammar from his famous teachcer
Brhaspati. He studied prosody also from Brhaspati. lle
learned medical science from Asvinikumara.

The Sanskrit grammar written by Indra is called
Aindra.Aindra treatise was actually known to and quoted by
Panini and others. Itisreferedto in the Pratisakhyas, Katanti

.and similar works.” From the references it can be understood
that the technical terms used by the Aindra grammar are

simpler and more primitive than those of Panini.
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Vayu

Vayu was a great Sanskrit grammarian. Indra was
assisted by Vayu in forming the voice. A grammar was
written by the mutual co- operation of Indra and Vayu. The
Vayupurana presents us with evidence to the effect that Vavu
had great command over Sanskrit grammar."
Galava

Galava was a great grammarian. Babhravya has been
said to be the propounder of Kramapatha and 511{55 : S’i/\:,sﬁ
is related to grammar . The great grammarians Apidali.
Panini and Candragomin also have elucidated their own texts
of Siksa. Following are the works of Galava:-
1 Brahmana

Kramapatha

Siksa

Nirukta

2
3
4
5 Daivatagrantha
6 gé]ékyatantra
7 Kamatantra
8 Bhiivarnana ."
Bhaguri
Bhaguri was a great grammarian. He also elucided
Dhatupatha. He wrote  Brahmana, rhetoric, dictionary,
Samkhyadarsanabhasya, Manubhasya and a texton political

Sci1ence.
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Bharadvaja

Bharadvaja was also a great grammarian. Panini
mentions his name inAstadhyayi. Bharadvaja wrote several
Varttikas . They are similar to Kasyapa's Varttika and in
comparison with those Varttikas, Bharadvaja's Varttikas arc
more comprehensive and clear. His explanatory notes are
more comprehensive than those of Katyayana.'
Pauskarasadi

Pauskarusadi was a great grammarian. One explanatory
line regarding the opinion of Pauskrasadi, we find in the
Mahabhasya. He was a contemporay of the respected
Krsnadvaipayana . |
Cakravarmana

Cakravarmana was a great Sanskrit grammarian. Panini
mentions his name in the Astadhyay:."* Cakravarmana's date
must be earlier than that of Panini and Api$ali, because these
two authors have quoted the views of Cakravarmana.
Kasakrtsna

The respected Kasakrtsna elucided certain  Sanskrit

grammar. His several grammatical rules which are explaincd
in the ancient grammatical books, are evidences to his
erudition. At the end of the first chapter of the Mahabhasy .
along with the grammars of Apisali and Panini', the grammar
of Kasakrtsna has been mentioned. Bopadeva has admited

the fact that the respected Kasakrtsna was one of the eight
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reputed grammarians.
Sﬁkalya

Sakalya was a popular grammarian. Panini has also
illustrated the opinion of éﬁkalya four  times in his
Astadhyayi.'s  Salakyatantra, Vedamitrasakalva .
§a“kalacaraf_1a and Sﬁkalya’s Padasamhita are the main
works of Sakalya.
Apisali

Apisali was a great grammarian . Apisali lived earlicr
than Panini, because Panini has quoted the opinion of Apisali
directly in his grammar . Apisali wrote a grammar which
contained eight chapters. His grammar was complete and
systematic like Panini's grammar . His grammar contamcd
both type of words - colloquial and vaidika.
Kasyapa

Kasyapa was another grammarian . Panini has cited
Kasyapa's views twice in his Astadhyayi. In Panini's
grammar where we find the name Kasyapa the views are
indebted to him.'®
Sﬁkatﬁyana

In the Astadhyayi the views of Sﬁkatﬁyana have been
quoted thrice."” éﬁkatéyana’s grammar is not available today
and so it can not be said what type of grammar it was. W
find several illustrations of his grammar in different books.

There were discriptions of common Sanskrit words and
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aidika words 1n his grammar . But, Nagesa Bhatta has
taken in his 'Bhasyapradipa' the view that in Sﬁkatﬁyana%
grammar only common Sanskrit words were used . There
is no doubt that Sékatéyana was a famous and popular
grammarian.
Sphotayana

Panini has quoted the views of Sphotayana in his
book." As we find his name in Panini's grammar he was
a predecessor of Panini . The respected Yaska has also cited
the view of Sphotayana .He was the first acarya who
founded the Sphotatattva.
Vyadi

The name of Vyadi is not foundin the grammar ol
Panini. The name of Vyadi is mentioned along with Sakalvu
and Gargya in the Rk- Pratisakhya. Panini has refered to
éékalya and Gargya in his grammar. Vyadi wrote a
grammar . His father's name was Vyada and mother's
name is not known. Vyadi wrote also a Liriganusasana’
2. Paninian Period

The Paninian period seems to be the most important and
epoch making in the history of Sanskrit grammar. It was not
because of Panini's personal enterprise alone, but because the
period witnessed enormous growth in the field of.Sanskril

grammatical studies.



Panini

The Astadhyayl of Panini holds an unrivalled position
in the history of Sanskrit grammar . A striking characteristic
of Paninian grammar is that it does not teach ready-mudc
forms and paradigms, but rules of a particular kind by which
forms can be generated. A correct application of these rules
results in acceptable Sanskrit words ready for use in u
sentence. Panini's grammar is the most authentic grammar.
Panini's grammar influenced other grammarians and it
became, actually the most influential school of Sanskrit grammur
for which no successful rival has not appeared even todav.
Panini's date

Different authors have their different views. Thev
have fixed Panini's age in different ways. The dates given for
Panini are pure guess works. Experts give the dates to be the
4™ 50 6" and 7" century B.C. and there is also no agreement
among historians about the extent of the work which he
undertook. Historians have gone about many ways trying o

pinpoint the date when Panini lived.

One theory was put forward by B. Indraji in 1876. Il
claimed that the Brahmi numerals developed out of using letters
or syllables as numerals. Then he put the finishing touches to
the theory by suggesting that Panini in the eighth century BC

(earlier than most historians place Panini) was the first to come
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up with the idea of using letters of the alphabet to represent

19
numbers.

There are a number of pieces of evidence to support
Indraji's theory that the Brahmi numerals developed from letters
or syllables. However it 1s not totally convincing since, to quote
one example, the symbols for 1, 2 and 3 clearly do not come
from letters but from one, two and three lines respectivelyv.
Even if one acce'pts the link between the numerals and the
letters, making Panini the originator of this idea would seen: to
have no more behind it than knowing that Panini was one ot the
most innovative geniuses that world has known so it is not

unreasonable to believe that he might have made this step too.

Max Muller puts Panini down to about 350 B.C..
thereby making Panini almost the contemporary of Katyayana
the author of the Varttikas to Panini's siatras and this
opinion prevailed fora time until it was assailed by Gold
Stucker and Bhandarkar who have succeeded in proving
that Panini can not have flourished later than 500 B.C.

Pandit Satyavrata Samadastri in the introduction to his
Nirukta makes Yaska asuccessor of Panini. The date he
assigns to Panini is cir. 2400 B.C.** Dr.Vasudevasarana
k'Agrawala has accepted that Panini was bornin 400 B.C.

which is supported by the view of Goldstucker.”

There has been no lack of work on this topic, so the fact
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that there are theories which span several hundreds of years 1s
not the result of lack of effort, rather an indication of the difficulty
of the topic. The usual way to date such texts would be to
examine which authors are referred to in and which authors

refer to the work. One can use this technique and see whom

Panini mentions.

There are ten scholars mentioned by Panini namely Apisali.
Kasyapa, Gargya, Galava, Cakravarman, Bharadvija.
éﬁkatﬁyana, éﬁkalya, Senaka and Sphotayana. One can assumc
from the context that these ten have all contributed to the study
of Sanskrit grammar. This indicates that Panini was not a solitary
genius but, one who stood on the shoulders of giants . Punini
must have lived later than these ten but this is absolutely no
help in providing dates since we have absolutely no knowlcedge

of when any of these ten lived.

What other internal evidence is there to use? Well. of
course, Panini uses many phrases to illustrate his grammar.
These have been examined meticulously to see if anything is
contained there to indicate a date. Let us illustrate with two
actual examples from the Astadhyayi which have been the
subject of much study. The first is an attempt to see whether
there is evidence of Greek influence. Would it be possible to
find evidence which would mean that the text had to have been

written after the conquests of Alexander the Great? There is a
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little evidence of Greek influence, but there was Greek
influence on this north east part of the Indian subcontinent betorc

the time of Alexander. Nothing conclusive has been identificd.

Another angle is to examine a reference Panini makes to
nuns. Some argue that these must be Buddhist nuns and therefore.
the work must have been written after Buddha. A nice argument.
but there is a counter argument which says that there were
Jaina nuns before the time of Buddha and Panini's reference
could equally well be to them. Again the evidence is

inconclusive.

There are references by others to Panini. However, it would
appear that the Panini to whom most refer is a poet and although
some argue that these are the same person, most historians
agree that the linguist and the poet are two different people.

Again this is inconclusive evidence.

The Astadhyayi is written in the sitra style and
contains nearly four thousand sttras as it exists today. The
Astadhyayl of Panini, as that term indicates, isa work in
eight chapters each of which is further divided into four
padas . The Astadhydyr is not a catalogue of facts about
Sanskrit, but a set of rules which express the grammatical

regularities of the languége.

Panini gives formal production rules and definitions to
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describe Sanskrit grammar. Starting with about 1700 basic
clements like nouns, verbs, vowels, consonants he put them
into classes. The construction of sentences, compound nouns
etc. is explained as ordered rules operating on underlying
structures in a manner similar to modern theory. In many wavs

Panini's constructions are similar to the way that a mathematical

function is defined today.

The Astadhyayr contains a section of Samjias(technical
terms ) and Paribhasas(grammatical conventions ), a Karaha
section dealing with the case subsystem of language. a
Krt section describing primary noun formation of faminine
words, an Arga section containing rules regarding the
form of the ( verbal or nominal ) stem before suffixes.
section dealing  with accent, both word accent and
sentence and a sandhi section. It is reasonable to supposc
that in this latter section a division was  introduccd
between a part of the Astadhyayr known as Siddhakand:
and the other part known as Asiddhakanda.

Traditionally the Astadhyayi is taken to consist of
strapatha, the actual body of rules, a dhatupatha and «
ganapatha. The dhatupatha i1s a collection of verbal bascs
which have been provided with a short meaning. The
ganapatha is acollection of lists of nominal bases each of

27

which comes under a particular rule of the satrapatha .
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The Astadhyayr of Panini is considered to be the
best reference work for correct Sanskrit and is one of
the most remarkable works that the world has ever secn.
Katyayana

Katyayana alias Vararuci the grammarian who wrote the
Varttikas on Panini's grammar . Katyayana's Varttikas e
gnerally prose though some of them are verses also.

The characteristic feature of a varttika 1s criticism in
regard to that which 1s said, omitted and i1mperfectlv
expressed in thesatra ® Katyayana's work, the Varttikas (e
meant to correct or modify the rules of Panini wherever thev
were or had become partially or totally inapplicable. Of the
nearly 4000 sutras Katyayana noticed over 1500 in about
4000 varttikas.

The Varttikas of Katyayana fall chiefly into four
categories viz, supplements, emendations, explanations
and refutations. Each of these may again be divided into
two classes, namely, historical and academic . Those
varttikas which are correlated to linguistic changes mav
be called historical and those that do not account for any
linguistic change, but are concerned only with such academic
matters as gaurava, laghava etc, may be called academic.
The respctive fonctions of these types of varttikas .are as
implied by their etymologies, too well known to need any

explanation.*
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His date

The  Kathasaritsagara makes  Katyayana the
contemporary of Panini or more accurately, the senior of
the two; and this tradition has been accepted by so great
an authority like Max Muller.

The nature of the changes in the forms of language
of Panini and Katyayana show that much time must have
elapsed between both, and unless we assume that language
and customs were 1in an extraordinarly volatile condition in
ancient times, about two to three centuries would not by
any means be too great an interval that we can supposc
to have elapsed between them. In the present state of our
knowledge we cannot, therefroe, arrive at a greater
approximation than 500- 350 B.C.; nearer to the latter limit
if the relation of Katyayana withthe Nandas mentioncd
in Kathasaritsagara has any basis in fact.”
Varttikakaras before and after Katyayana

Katyayana was not solitary as a varttikakara. There wcre
many varttikakaras before and after him.

Sunaga

Pandita Sri Gurupada Haladara has said that Suniga
was born earlier than Panini.?® In comparison with the
Varttika of Katyayana, Sunaga's Varttika was morc
comprehensive.  Therefore, in course of explai.ning the

varttika written by Katyayana, the great scholiast Patafijali
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has expressed his own views about the Varttika of
Sunaga.”’
Krostr

Krostr's work is not available today. But Pataiijali
refer to his name in Mahabhasya.”® He was an exponent
and wrote some Varttika- patha which was based on

Astadhyayi . Hisname is not mentioned in any other work

of Sanskrit literature.

Vadavama
Kunaravada alias Vadavama was another varttikakara.

He was born near about 1450 B.C. His work has not come
down to us. His name is mentioned in the Mahabhasya. ™

Patanjali
Patafijali is the author of the Mahabhasya written on

Panini's Astadhyayi. He is popularly known as the
Bhasyakara . An important feature of the work is that it
explains many rigid and recondite sastraic rules n
terms of maxims derived from everyday life which makes
it higher and wider than a s$astrarc commentary and
enables it to throw a flood of lighton the religious, socil
and other various aspects of contemporary life . All these
excellences entitle it to occupy the first place in the
gfammatical commentarial litreature.

Mahabhasya, like Panini's Astadhyayi, is divided

into eight adhyayas of four padas each, each pada being
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further subdivided into dhnikas the number of which range
from one to nine. It does not notice all the satras  of
Panini, but only such as were noticed by Katyayana, as also
such others as Patafijjali himself considered incomplcte
and capable of improvement .
His date

About the personal history of Patamjali very little or
little 1s known . He was a contemporary of Pusyamitra .
The date of Patanjali the author of Mahabhasya is not
subject to as vague a guess-work as that of Katyayana and
Panini. At one time scholars were inclined to make him
a contemporary of Christ, but Dr. Bhandarkar has fought
through the pages of the ‘Indian Antiquary’ for an earlicr
date ; and 1t has been now accepted by scholars all around.
and formed, infact, until the recent discovery of the
Kautiliya, the one definite landmark in the history of
ancient Indian lierature, by a reference to which the dates
of Patafijali's predecessors and successors could be
approximately determined. 150 B.C. is the date generallv
ascribed to Patafijali. The main arguments for assigning him
150 B.C. are these:
1) The instance '"iha pusyamitram yajayamah';in such
a context that the event must have occurred within the lifc
time of Patafijali .

2) Similarly, the instances arunadyavanah saketam and
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arunadyavano madhyamikam, which refer to a siege byv
Menander
3) As a collateral evidence, the mention of a financial
expedient of the Mauryas.* |
Panini, Katyayana and Pataijjali are traditionally

known as munitrayam, who made the laws of the science
of grammar . Patanjali's Mahabhasya, for a time, marked
the highest point in the development of the science of
gramimar.
Jayaditya and Vamana

Jayaditya and Vamana jointly wrote the Vitti which
1s known as Kasika on Panini's system of Sanskrit
grammar. It holds an importnt place in among the works of
Sanskrit grammar. Kasikavrtt; 1s an authentic book which is
honoured by all the grammarians . Kasika is a running
commentary on Panini's Astadhyar and its merit consists in
the lucid manner in which it has explained the satras of
Panini, clearly indicating all the anuwvrtties and giving
numerous 1llustrations for each rule. Sometimes, the Kasiki
gives us information which we would not possibly have
obtained from any other source.
Chandragomin and his work

Chandragomin was a B.au({ha and one of his objects in
writing a new grammar must have been to supply, for the

benefit of the members of his church, a grammar that would
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be free from the traditional Brahmanical element . The
more orthodox grammarians, however, were not willing to
accept his innovations . They accordingly tried to invent
new maxims of interpretation tending to show aftera very
diligent analysis of the works of the three great sages, that
such defects as Chandragomin and others tried to find
in the Panpiniva grammar, were in it already implicitly
provided for.*!

The object of the Kasika was to embody in the
Paniniya system all the improvements that were made bv
Chandragomin. The text of the Astadhyayi as given in
the Kasika differs inthe case of fifty eight rules from the
text known to Katyayana and Patanjali. Ten of these fiftv
eight rulesare altogether fresh additions; nine are a result
of separating the orginal eight sttras into seventeen.
Some of these changes had been already suggested by
Katyayana or Patafjali especially in the matter of
yvogavibhaga. Most of the new matter found in the Kas/ka
can, however, be traced to Chandragomin, from whosc
work diligently materials are drawn without anywhecre
acknowledging the source.?

Jinendrabudhi's Nyasa on the Kasika

Jinendrabudhi  wrote the foot-n.ote on the Kasika
which is called Kasikavivaranapafijika or Nyasa. He wus
a follower of Buddhism. The Nyasa follows closely on the
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lines of Kasika.
Haradatta

Another valuable commentary on the Kasika is called
the Padamafjari. Its author Haradatta was a typical Indian
writer . Haradatta was a Saiva by religion. He enters into
the debates in a delightful mood and his authority on
grammar is not challenged by any. His commentary.
Padamaijari welcome by the Pandits, attained wide
popularity. He wrote three books on grammar - Padamaiijari.
Mahapadamanjari and Paribhasaprakarana.
Bhartrhari

Bhartrhari is the author of the Vakyapadiya and also
the author of a commentary on the Mahabhasya. The
following are the works of Bhartrhari - Mahabhasyadipika.
Vakyapadiya, Bhattikavya , Bhagavrtti, Satakatrayvi.
Mimamsabhasya, Sabdadhatusamiksa etc.® The Vakyapadiyva
is a metrical discourse on the Philosophy of grammar .
Kaiyata

Kaiyata was a great grammarian. He has written
an explanatory note on the Mahabhasya. His work 1
known as Pradipa . Mahe$vara was the name of his
teacher. Kaiyata's Pradipa is an old explanatory book which

is accepted as an authentic one.

Dharmakirti
Dharmakirti , the well-known Buddhist philsopher is
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the author of Ripavatara.He is accredited with the initiation
of a new style of treatment of the siitras of the Astadhyavi
of Panini, viz. the Prakriya style. It was Dharmakirti who
framed the first recast of Astadhyayr which played an
important role in the study of Astadhyayr afterwards.
Ripavatara i1s the first work composed in the Prakriva
style .
Ramacandra's Prakrivakaumudi

The Prakriyakaumud! is of Ramacandra, a writer who
probably belonged to the first half of the fifteenth century.
He wasthe son of one Krsnacarya, and was eminentlv
versed in grammar, Vedanta and astronomy. The
Prakriyakaumudi  is supposed to have been the model for
Bhattoji's Siddhantakaumudi. There are sevceral
commentaries extant on Ramachandra's Prakriyakaumudi
of which the most famousis the Prasada of Vitthalacarya.
Bhattoji's Siddhantakaumudi

The Siddhantakaumudi of Bhattojidiksita is a work
which is remarkable not only by reason of the host of
commentaries and subcommentaries that it called into being
but also because it is at present practically the most
popular introduction to Panini's grammar . The work is too
well known to need any detailed exposition .

Bhattoji  himself wrote a commentary o.nl his

Siddhantakaumudi . called Praudha Manorama to distinguish
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it from an abridgement of the same called Bala Manorama
also by the same author . He also wrote the Sabdakaustubha
whichis a voluminous commentary on Panini's Astadhyav:
similar in plan to the Kasika.
Nagesabhatta

Nagesabhatta 1s  well known as the most reputed
prolific ~writer and interpreter of Panini's grammar.
Nagesabhatta's time has been fixed in the later half of the
seventeenth and the first half of the eighteenth century.
He was a profound scholar, versatile genius and a prolific
writer. He composed quite a few masterly commentaries on
various  authoritative and significant  works of the
different branches of Sanskrit Sastras. The total number
of Nagesa's small and big works together may exceed
hundred.* Besides fourteen great works on Dharma , onc
on Yoga, three on Alankara and about a dozen on
Vyakaranasastra,he hasbeenrated asthe author of extensive
commentaries on Valmikiramayana and  Adhyatma-
Ramayana as also on Saptasastri, Gitagovinda, Sudhalahari
and other works.®
3. Non-Paniniyan systems

. Panini himself makes mention about other schools of
Sanskrit grammar which were considered earlier as pre-

Paniniyan. And so, here what is 1s intended is to deal with post-
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Paniniyan schools of Sanskrit grammar.
Candra School

The Buddhist Chandragomin, the author of the
Candravyakarana was the founder of the C(andra school.
Candragomin must have lived at least some time before
the authors of the Kasika, which has borrowed , always
without acknowledgement, such siaftras of Candra as have
no parallel either in Paninior in Katyayana. This gives
us 650 A.D as the period of Chandragomin.** The total
number ofthe Candrasitras is about 3100 as against 4000
of Panini. The work consists of six chapters of four padis
each . The object of Candravyakarana was torearrange the
grammatical material with the object of bringing together
all the rules that deal with the same grammatical operations
as well as the same part of speech. The Candra terminology
with slight changes is that of Panini. The grammar gocs
by the nickname of Asamyjfiaka, perhaps because the samjis
are not treated here separately.

Chandragomin is credited with the authorship of a
religious poem called 51'$yalekha and a drama called
Lolananda .

Jainendra school

Mahavira the last Tirtharkara was the founder of

Jainendra school. The Jainendra grammar is altogether

wanting in orginality. It is nothing but Panini'ssitfras and
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the varttikas condensed as much as possible. The merit
of the work solely consists in the number of ingenuous
shifts resorted to for the purpose of securing the maximum
economy of words. The Paniniyapratyaharas are retained
without change, though the fourteen Sivasitras together
with the section on Vedic grammar are omitted .

There are two versions in which the Jamnendra
grémmar has come down to us. The shorter one which
consists of about 3000 satras 1s followed by Abhayanandi
in his gloss on the grammar while the longer one which.
besides other minor differences in the wording and the
arrangement of the sitras, gives over 700 siitras not found
in the shorter version. This is followed by Somadeva in his
commentary called §abd§mavacandnkz7 , which, as he himself
tells us was composed in A.D. 1205.

On the Jainendravyakarana only two commentarics
have been preserved : one by Abhayanandi whose date is
probably 750 A.D and the other called 53bd§1paV'acand1'/'/\'z7
by Somadeva.’’

Sﬁka;ﬁyana school

Besides the other grammarians such as Panini.
Katyayana, Patafjjali and Chandragomin, Sﬁkatﬁyana has
freely drawn upon the work of Pujyapada as the author of
the Jajnendravyéléamna is known. Manysutras of Sékatﬁyuna

are 1dentical with those of Panini and in cases where
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they differ the object has beento say in shorter and
fewer words what was already intended by Panini.

The 53‘kaf§yanas’abda‘nzzé§sana consists of  four
adhyayas of four padas each,the total number of satras
being about 3200.Sakatayana Sabdanusasana gives thirteen
pratyahara-siitras. It does not treatthe Vedic grammar. He
has used =g, wais, ag and 3@ instead of U, Ham,
srerage and  gEgE of Panini.®®

The Séka,mjvana school has two periods - the period
of commentaries and subcommentaries and the period of
digests and manuals. The best commentary of the
ga’ka_ta‘yana grammar 1s the Prakriyasangraha by
Abhayacandracarya. In course of time the S;a‘ka_tz?y:m;z
sabdanusasana came to be fairly ousted from the field by
a powerful rival in the shape of Hemachandra's
Sabdanusasana .

Hemachandra school

Hemachandra was born on the fullmoon night of the
month of Karttika in the year of Vikrama 1145 ata placc
called Dhunduka.

Hemachandra's grammar consiéts, like Panini's grammar,
of eight adhyayas of four padas each, the total number
of siitras being about4500. He worte a commentary on his
own sitras called §abdén.uééz"sanab_rhadvn'ttf. To illustrate

the rules of his grammar, he has composed a pocm.
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resembling  Bhattikavya, which 1s known as
Dvyasrayamahakavya .
Katantra school

The first post-Paninian Sanskrit grammar in  Aindra
tradition 1s Katantra. The author of Katantravyakarana is
Sarvavarman. According to Belvelkar the date of
Katantravyakarana is 4™ c A.D.?® Katantravvakarana is a
small but important grammatical work which appears as
a systematic abridgement of the Astadhyayi of Panini.
though they differ in their models of representation. The
name Katantra means a short treatise ora handbook. The
second word fantra has the meanings model . system ctc.
ka' indicates enjoy or satisfy .  Thus the combination
Katantra can also be interpreted as an enjoyable modcl
or a satisfying system to the requirments of the students of
grammar.

Katantravyakarana is also insitra style. The first part
of the Katantravyakarana ( first three chapters ) written by
Sarvavarman consists of 855sitras and the second part
having the fourth chapter has 557 siitras. Thus the total
number of satras in Katantra 1s 1412 . The appendix having
730 satras 1s  believed to be a later addition by onc
éripatidatta . In course of time some more aditions to the
orginal text might have taken place . As it stands now,

Katantravyakarana i1s a complete grammar of the Sanskrit
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language . It deals with  technical terms, sandhi rules.
declension, syntax, compounds, taddhita, affixes.
conjugation, voice and verbal derivatives in a systematic
order. Katantravyakarana has some other names too such as
Kalapa, Kalapaka and Kumdara. Katantravyakarana is more
popular in Bihar, Bengal and Gujarat.
Sarasvata school

Sarasvatavyakarana 1s generally ascribed to
AnubhititisvarGpacarya of the 13" century A.D. It treats the
whole subject in about 1500 aphorisms only. The language
of the siitras is easy and in their interpretation we have not
to follow the guidance of any paribhasa.

Anubhittisvariipacarya, in his old age, ina certain
conference of the scholars, uttered the word punisu instead
of the word purksu. Ashe was old while trying to pronounce
the word punksu the incorrect pronunciation punsu came
out of his teethless mouth. Scholars present in the conference
began to critisize him. Anubhttisvaripacarya with a vicw
to prove the pronunciation as correct, prayed the Goddess
Sarasvati. She being pleased with him, gave him scven
hundred formulae . On the basis of these formulae obtained
from the Goddess Sarasvati, he wrote a grammar . He
called his work Sarasvata grammar.*® So is the story.

.School of Bopadeva

Bopadeva wrote a short grammar named Mugdhabodha.
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Kesava was his father . His teacher's name was Dhanesvara.
Bopadeva collected the roots from the work
"Kavikalpadruma" and wrote a book on Dhatu. He worte
the commentary named "Kamadhenu" on the dhatupath:.

In Mugdhabodha, Bopadeva adopted Panini's pratyahara
satras making in them the changes necessary for their
adoption to his own system.

Jaumara school

Karmadi$vara was the founder of Jaumara school. His
work 1s called Sariksiptasara, indicating by it that it was
an epitome of some larger grammar; and as it could be the
abridgement of no other grammar than Panini's, itis possiblc
that this was the first of its kind, prior to the Prakriya and
Siddhantakaumudi. He composed his grammar on the modc]
of Bhartrhari's Mahabhasyadipika, and he has taken most of
his illustrations from the Bhattikavya . The work meant as an
epitome of the Astadhyayi, is about three-fourth as large as
that work . The work is dividedinto sevenpadas, the eighth
dealing with Prakrt being added later.

This grammar has the widest circulation at present in

western Bengal, where it struggles with Mugdhabodha for

supremacy.

Saupadma school
The founder of the Saupadma school is Padmanabhadatta

The work of Padmanaphadatta is based on Panini, some of
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whosesitras and technical terms as also pratvaharas he has.
retained verbtaim. He has, of course, remodelled a greater
part of Panini's rules and arranged them in a somewhat
more methodical form, adding a short explanation of his
own after each sitra . His treatise is divided in to two
chapters, the first containing the suffixes that end ma
vowel and the second containing those ending in consonants.
They are all arranged alphabetically . Some of the paribhisas
of the Saupadma school are word for word Panint's, while
others are modelled on that basis. At present the influence
of the school is limited to parts of central Bengal.*

Kerala’s Contribution

Kerala has a Sanskrit grammatical tradition of its own.
Melputtur Narayana Bhattathiri stands at the head of this
tradition. His contribution to Sanskrit grammar has been
appreciated by veterans. His Prakriyasarvasva opened a new
way to the study of Paninian grammar. His Dhatukavya is also
very much useful. Bhattathiri has developed the Paninian
grammar to new vistas too. His Apaniniyapramanyasadhana is
the best example for this. Coming to very recent times,namely
the twentieth century, A.R.Rajaraja Varma who is well known
as Keralapanini , contributed a lot to the study of Sanskrit
grammar. His Laghupaniniya is a novel attempt to introduce

Paninian grammar . HisManidipika, though in Malayalam, also



is very much useful, especially for the new entrants to the field

of Sanskrit grammar.

Resume

Vyakarana isthe first and foremost of all $aswras.
Itis one of the six Vedangas. It deals with the correct form
of language the knowledge of which is the primary
requisite for the study of every other object. The word
vyakarana literally means "analysis" and it is applied to
linguistic analysis in general . In common parlance, Sanskrit
grammar very often signifies Panini's grammar . The
Astadhyayl of Paniniis considered to be the best reference
work for correct Sanskrit and isone of the most remarkable
works that the world has ever seen. Panini also mentions
earlier authorities and his work 1s of such pre-eminent
merit that it supersedes all of them. Katyayana, through
his varttrkas, makes necessary changes upon the orginal
rules of Panini. Patafijali, the author of Mahabhasya wrote
his commentary on thesatras of Panini and the varttikas of
Katyayana and added hiswell known istrs. With Patanjali
the treatment of language became more up to date.

In addition to the Paninian system there are other
systems of Sanskrit grammar. The other wfiters have attempted
to simplify Panini's grammar . The Candra, Jainendra.

Sﬁkatﬁyana, Hemacandra, Katantra, Sarasvata, Bopadeva.



Jaumara and Saupadma are important nonPaninian schools
of Sanskrit grammar. Kerala’s contribution to Sanskrit grammar
also 1s significant. Among the Kerala Sanskrit grammarians

Melputtur Narayana Bhatta with his Prakriyasarvasva stands

first.
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